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'To such an offer from you/ replied the great lame god, 'I
cannot and I must not answer no/
With that the mighty Hephaestus undid the chains, and the
two of them, freed from the shackles that had proved so strong,
leapt up and fled. Ares to Thrace, and laughter-loving Aphro-
dite to Paphos in Cyprus, where she has her sacred precinct and
an altar fragrant with incense. There the Graces bathed her and
anointed her with the imperishable oil that the immortals use.
And when they had decked her out in her lovely clothes she
was a marvel to behold.
This was the song that the famous minstrel sang, to the de-
light of Odysseus and the rest of his audience, the Phaeacian
sea-lords, those lovers of the oar.
After this Alcinous commanded Halius and Laodamas to
dance by themselves, since no one could compete with them.
Polybus, a skilled craftsman, had made them a beautiful purple
ball, which they took in their hands, and one of them, bending
right back, would throw it up towards the shadowy clouds,
and the other, leaping up from the ground, would catch it
deftly in his turn before his feet touched earth again. After
showing their skill at this high play, they began tossing the
ball quickly to and fro as they moved in their dance on the
bountiful earth, while the other youths stood at the ringside
beating time, till the air was filled with sound, and the good
Odysseus turned to his host with a compliment:
"Alcinous, my royal and most worshipful prince, you
boasted just now that your dancers are supreme. Your claim is
made good. I marvel at the sight of them.'
His praise delighted the august Alcinous, who turned at once
to his sea-faring subjects and said:
'Listen, Princes and Elders of the Phaeacians, I find a nice
discernment in this guest of ours. Let us make him a friendly
donation, as is only proper. Our folk have for their chiefs and
rulers twelve eminent princes, or thirteen if you count myself.
I suggest that each one of us present him with a fresh mantle, a
tunic, and a talent of sterling gold. Let us quickly gather all our

